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Legendry Person Dr. Kundan Lal Kothari

Dr. PM Agrawal
Visiting Prof. & Research Prof. (Retd.)
OSU Still Water OK USA

Vigyan Samiti Udaipur is a unique non-profit voluntary organization founded by Dr.
Kundan Lal Kothari. It is functional in its own building in the heart of the city in a calm
and quite environment, and is dedicated to human welfare and propagation of
science. It is unique in various ways. The list of its active members devoted to the
voluntary work speaks of its uniqueness in the sense that highly qualified and
experienced persons from almost all disciplines are in the list. The Samitiis also proud
of its past presidents like Shri P. L. Agrawal, Padmashri Mittha Lal Mehta, etc. The level
of mutual love, respect, and friendship among its members is extraordinarily high.
One can experience such vibrations of friendship as soon as one enters its premises.

The creation and nurturing of such organization can be possible only by ateam
of dedicated persons. All the members of the team deserve appreciation. However, if
we are to name one person to receive the 'trophy' of the appreciation from the society
then that name would be:- Dr. Prof. Kundan Lal Kothari who has devoted more than 50
yearsinfounding and nurturing this organization.

Looking at the rich contribution of the Vigyan Samiti in various walks of life, a
nice development of the physical structure of the Samiti, and the development of the
'soul' of the Samiti that generates vibrations of human values and friendship in its
premises, despite limitations of the resources of the founder(s) and downward pulling
tendency of a large number of persons and bureaucracy in the society, | can say that
an ordinary team leader cannot achieve so much. Even an 'extra-ordinary' title would
be insufficient to describe the 'father' of the Vigyan Samiti. Therefore, | may be
allowed to write the title of 'Legendry Person' to our respected Dr. K. L. Kothari. With

these words, | wish him a long and happy life on the occasion of his completing eighty

on30lJune 2015.,@
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Felicitation for Dr. K. L. Kothari

Jagmohan Humar

PhD, P.Eng., FCSCE, FEIC, FCAE
Distinguished Research Professor
Carleton University

Ottawa, Canada

It gives me great pleasure to feli citate Dr. K. L. Kothari on his 80" birthday. It is
the most auspicious time to celebrate his many accomplishments. It is also a very
special occasion when we celebrate the golden anniversary of VigyanSamiti, which Dr.
Kotharifounded.

| have had a long association with Dr. Kothari going back to the days of our
college education. But, it was comparatively recently, when | joined the family of
VigyanSamiti, that | became acquainted with his incredible work in the service of the
society. It was through his vision, dedication. selfless service, and the respect he
commands among his peers that he was able to inspire a group of most distinguished
intellectuals, scientists, experts, leaders, professionals, and entrepreneurs to join him
in the promotion of science, empowerment of women, and other forms of service to
the society.

Throughout his life Dr. Kothari has been engaged in the mission to serve the
society: through education, by looking after the disabled, promoting morality and
spirituality, and participating in relief work. It is not surprising that he has been the
founding member of several organization that work in these areas. The foundation of
VigyanSamiti is his crowning glory; | have great admiration for the work that
VigyanSamitidoes anditis a pleasure to be associated withiit.

Recognizing Dr. Kothar's interest in literature and poetry | thought it would be
appropriate to conclude this felicitation witha poem
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For Our Beloved Papa And Mummy

'Sheshkunj' ,where four of us got nurtured and
blossomed in an environment of love and affection of our
parents, blessings of our grandparents and extended wisdom
of our bade papa and badi mummy. The journey from early
childhood to date has been very pleasant and value ladenina
close knit family where there is concern and care for one and
all. The entry of our spouses has strengthened the family
integrity. The new generation of grandchildren has been
benefitted with loads of good fortune and love.

Whatever we are today we owe to our parents and
grandparents. Our father 'Kundan' is befitted for his name.
Honesty, integrity, devotion, dedication, compassion, patience, tolerance, optimism,
humour are some of the petals of the flower which describe him. We admire him for
all his qualities. We are deeply moved for his selfless painstaking efforts for each one
of usthroughout his life.

Asocializer, a philanthropist, a devoted professional, a social worker, an orater,
an interesting epic narrator, a prolific reader, a composer, a singer, a trust worthy
friend, a caring husband, a loving father, an admirable grandfather, a ‘Chacha Nehru'
for children, arespectful kakasahaib, a considerate brother and last but not the least a
very devoted son for our baasahaib and dhaisahaib.

We salute him for his credentials and wish that he remains healthy and hearty
foryearstocome.

Significant in our life has been our mother who is bestowed with total
dedication and love for her children and family. We've seen her performing
multifarious responsibilities at home meticulously and also at school as principal
where she masterminded efficiently. A ready reckoner at the time of iliness, an ardent
worker, a perfect cook, a lover of music, a lover of art, an architect, a generous person,
a dedicated wife, affectionate mother, a concerned grandmother and a respectful
teacher. We bow to her admirable qualities and outstanding care showered to all of
us. May God grant her strength to remain healthy and happy.

We pray to God to grant us unabated strength to care for our admirable
parents.

We are

Renu, Leena
(Daughters)

Pawan, Parag
(Sons)




Promoter of Voluntarism

S.K. Verma
Chief Conservator of Forest

It is a matter of great satisfaction and pride that the Vigyan Samiti,
Udaipur is celebrating its 'Golden Jubilee' (55 years of valuable and
multipurpose journey 1959 - 2014) as well as completion of eight decades
of age of Dr. Kundan L. Kothari , who has the honor of establishing the
Vigyan Samiti Udaipurin 1959. During the last five decades this institution
has earned a brilliant record of service to youth, women and farmers and
researchers. The foundation-stone of its own building was laid by
Padmvibhushan Dr.D.S.Kothari, an eminent scientist, in 1978. Since 1986,
the Samiti started its activities in its own building. On this occasion of
celebration of golden jubilee of the Vigyan Samiti Udaipur, | am
extremely happy to extend my best wishes to its founder Dr. K.L.Kothari
for excellent record of uninterrupted service to the community.

Since more than two decades Dr. Kundan Kothari is well known, not
only to me but to the local communities. | have always found Dr. Kothari, a
happy blend of sincerity and management skills in fulfilling his
commitment to the chosen profession of voluntarism through extension
and assistance. He holds an excellent reputationin the environs of science
and technology especially social work. Dr. Kothari is optimistic with
positive thoughts and attitudes. He is known for his sociability and
resourcefulness. He believes in untiring efforts for the Team work, which
always leads to multifold output in results of a higher quality. | have
always admired his genuine commitment towards the transparency of
management, promotion of voluntarism and sincere efforts to inculcate
the scientific attitude in day to day life of the common men and women,
with due support of extension and education.




the mission of effective dissemination of scientific and technological
knowledge by competent specialists with wide-ranging experience and
exposure to bring-about astonishing results through voluntary efforts.
The Vigyan Samiti has mainly focused on organizing societal development
through voluntary services for dissemination of scientific and
technological knowledge and development of scientific temper in the
fields of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Health, Environment, and
Women Empowerment with the help of IDARA (Information
Development and Resource Agency) especially in the rural areas. Dr.
Kothari has been continuously striving to work on challenging areas for
his projects along with members who are competent specialists with
wide-ranging experience.

| would like to convey my appreciation to the founder of Vigyan
Sanity: Dr Kundan L. Kothari for his humane and administrative qualities
by involving young people to give valuable services to their communities.
May God grant further success to Vigyan Samiti Udaipur in spreading the
benefits to communities with empowerment knowledge and skills.

o
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Dr. Kothari and his friends have made significant contributions in*’»\?:;;‘fﬁ
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Talented and hard worker : Dr. Kothari

Tej S Dhakar
PhD, PMP

Professor of Chair
Dept. of Quantitative Studies, Operations and Project Management, School of Business
Southern New Hampshire University, Manchester, New Hampshire, USA

| was a school student in Udaipur when Dr. K. L. Kothari started Vigyan
Samiti. | remember reading his monthly magazine called Lok Vigyan. What started
as a one man show housed in a single room in Bhupalpura has today grown to be
an important institution at Udaipur.

Over time it has attracted a dedicated set of people who are taking Vigyan
Samiti to new heights. Today, Vigyan Samiti has a grand building and diverse set of
activities. It is contributing to the society in many different ways. Dr. Kothari remains
the driving force behind Vigyan Samitisince it was founded fifty five years ago.

Dr. Kothari is active as ever. It is hard to tell that he is 80 years old. He is very
talented. | was very impressed by the biographical poem on Dr. D. S. Kothari that he
wrote and recited during a science competition when his son Dr. L. S. Kothari visited
Vigyan Samiti.

| am very glad to be associated with Dr. Kothari and the VigyanSamiti. It is
always a pleasure to visit the Vigyan Samiti and meet Dr. Kothari and other people
whenever | am at Udaipur. May he remain in good health and continue to guide Vigyan
Samiti for many more years to come.
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